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MnWE is “Minnesota Writing and English,” a consortium of Upper Midwest college and university writing and English faculty and staff centered in Minnesota. Our annual two-day conference each spring attracts up to 200 attendees, and we send the bi-monthly “MnWE News” by email to about 3000 members in Minnesota and surrounding states and one province. Ours is an entirely volunteer-run organization, and we always welcome new members. If you would like to join the planning, contact Richard Jewell or join us at our meeting at the end of the conference.
MnWE Committee
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Ellen Zamarripa, Volunteer Coordinator
Walden University
ellen.zamarripa@mail.waldenu.edu

Kirsti Cole, Site Host Coordinator
Minnesota State University, Mankato, kirsti.cole@mnsu.edu

Heidi Burns, Registration Coordinator
Minnesota State University, Mankato
heidi.burns@mnsu.edu

Gordon Pueschner, Onsite Coordinator
Century College
gordon.pueschner@century.edu
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University of Minnesota
brend053@umn.edu

Edward Hahn, Web Coordinator
Inver Hills Community College
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Kerrie Patterson, Treasurer
Hennepin Technical College,
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Jana Rieck, Communications Coordinator
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Strive Publishing
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Mary Ellen Daniloff-Merrill
Southwest Minnesota State University
beadathlon_1@yahoo.com 
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Mankato, Minnesota
Basics on Mankato:
Mankato and North Mankato are a metro area of 100,000 people with 25,000 students at Minnesota State-Mankato and four other nearby accredited colleges and universities. The city carries an outsized impact as the largest city in its multi-country area, serving as an educational, cultural, and political capital in the southern central-west part of Minnesota. There is so much to do in and around Mankato that you might want to consider stretching your visit to an extra night and day.

Visiting Mankato: The National Scenic Byway, and Sites about the Nationally Historic Dakota-U.S. War and Hanging:
The drive to and from Mankato can be a special tour in itself. You can take the Minnesota River Valley National Scenic Byway in two different directions, one part between the South Dakota border and southeast down the river, or another part southwest from the Twin Cities between Belle Plaine and Mankato). The drive highlights a river extremely important in the settlement of the Minnesota plains, and also of vital importance to the Dakota Indians. You can allow time for stopping points with close sights of the River, plaques, and interpretive centers, or you simply can follow the National Scenic Byway for its beautiful views.

An important visitor opportunity related to our conference theme is the nationally significant 1862 hanging of 38 Dakota Indian warriors, the largest U.S. mass execution. You can take a self-guided tour at thirty-three sites, each with interpretation. 

Prefacing the execution, ordered by President Lincoln, the five-week Dakota-U.S. War of 1862 saw an early major defeat of U.S. militias by an Indian army, leading to other battles and defeat of the warriors. On record, over 400 white settlers and soldiers were killed, but the toll likely was two or three times higher when Indian deaths are included, and thousands more Indians left their lands before and after because of land theft, starvation, and later mass removal encouraged by settler and army fear and revenge. 

Other Sites to See and Experience in Mankato:
Mankato visitors enjoy art, literature (specifically, poetry and Betsy-Tacy), and museums. Regarding art, the national ranking site Thrillist gave a “14 Coolest Urban Spaces in America” award to Mankato for its downtown CityArt Walking Sculpture Tour. You also can tour the “Mankato Poetry Walk and Ride” and “WordWalk” on sidewalks and paths, and the “CityArt On the Go” with traffic signal boxes turned into murals. You also can visit several established art galleries, as well as museums such as the Blue Earth Historical Society, the Betsy-Tacy Houses (“bringing classic books by Maud Har Lovelace alive”), and, for your kids, the Children’s Museum of Southern Minnesota.

Other features of Mankato include the large and popular River Hills Mall, dozens of restaurants of many ethnic types, four wineries, and a lively downtown. If you are an outdoor enthusiast, plenty of trails and riverways beckon for hiking, biking, rowing, and canoeing/kayaking, along with shops for gear and outfitting. Mankato’s Blue Earth County also boasts more river shore than any other Minnesota County, along with plenty of public beaches and parks with dining shelters, children’s playground equipment, and a petting zoo.

Web Links:
Minnesota River Valley National Scenic Byway and map: www.mnrivervalley.com
1862 Dakota War tour: U.S.-Dakota-Conflict-of-1862-Self-Guided-Tour-brochure.pdf
---
Travel Guides, online viewing/ordering: www.visitgreatermankato.com/travel-guides
General Visitor Site: https://www.visitgreatermankato.com
Direct info/guidebook requests: visitors@greatermankato.com, ph. 1-800-657-4733
Schedule at a Glance
Friday, March 20

8:00-8:45: Coffee Hour
8:00-3:00: Registration
8:45-9:00: MnWE Welcome
9:00-10:10: Plenary Session
10:20-11:35: Breakout Session A
11:40-1:15: Lunch and Keynote
1:25-2:40: Breakout Session B
2:50-4:05: Breakout Session C
4:30-6:30: Happy Hour and Dinner (Everyone welcome)
Saturday, March 21

8:00-8:45: Coffee Hour
8:00-3:00: Registration
8:45-9:00: MnWE Welcome
9:00-10:10: Plenary Session
10:20-11:35: Breakout Session D
11:40-1:15: Lunch and Keynote
1:25-2:40: Breakout Session E
2:50-4:05: Breakout Session F
4:15-5:15: MnWE Committee Meeting (Everyone welcome)
5:30-7:00: Dinner (Everyone welcome)





Registration: Friday, March 20, Beginning at 8:00 a.m.
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Join MnWE attendees for Registration and Coffee from 8:00-8:45.

Registration continues until 3:00 p.m.



	



Plenary: Friday, March 20, 8:45-10:10 a.m.
	Welcome and Announcements

	

Larry Sklaney, MnWE Conference Coordinator

	CSU
Ballroom

	Plenary
	
"Connecting Classrooms and Communities"

David Beard 
Associate Professor of Rhetoric, Scientific, and Technical Communication
University of Minnesota-Duluth

Jasmine Kar Tang
Co-Director of the Center for Writing
Assistant Director of the Minnesota Writing Project
University of Minnesota, Twin Cities

Kevin Lindsey
CEO of the Minnesota Humanities Center

Mary Taris
Publisher and CEO of Strive Publishing


	CSU
Ballroom






Breakout Session A: Friday, March 20, 10:20-11:35 a.m.
	Individual Presentations
	“‘I Can’t Tell if They’re Lying to Me’: Helping Students Navigate Media Bias” 
Victoria Holtz Wodzak, Viterbo University

“LEARNING TO QUESTION: TEACHING SKEPTICISM AS A CRITICAL TOOL FOR EVALUATING INFORMATION IN THE PUBLIC SPHERE” 
Austin Harrington, Iowa State University

	CSU 201

	Individual Presentations



	“INTELLECTUAL ACTIVISM IN THE COMPOSITION CLASSROOM” 
Heidi Newbauer, Minnesota State University Mankato

“TEACHING COMPOSITION THROUGH THE RHETORIC AND SPECTACLE OF PRESIDENTIAL POLITICS” 
Jennifer Forsthoefel, Augsburg University
	CSU 202

	Individual Presentations

	“‘WHY MY STUDENTS BLOG: FINDING SELF AND COMMUNITY IN THE ONLINE WORLD” 
Bonnie Robinson, Rochester Community and Technical College

“BUILDING ACCESSIBLE DIGITAL TEXTS AND MULTILITERACIES”
Rachel Tofteland-Trampe, Hamline University 


	CSU 203

	Individual Presentations


	“COMPARING IN THE MIDST OF CONTRASTING: SHIFTING STRATEGIES AND LITERACIES FOR THE ELL CLASSROOM”
Matt Muilenburg, University of Dubuque

“IMPROVING TESOL WITH FORMER STUDENTS’ STRATEGIES ON HOW TO TAKE ACTION”
Qabzib Hang, University of Minnesota Twin Cities

	CSU 204

	Workshop

	BECOME A MORE RESILIENT EDUCATOR: FIVE SIMPLE STEPS
Pam Whitfield, Rochester Community and Technical College

	CSU 253

	Workshop
	“EDUCATION BY POETRY: USE AND PRACTICE”
Daniel Bernstrom, Minnesota West Community and Technical College & MSC Southeast


	CSU 254





Keynote: Friday, March 20, 11:40 a.m.-1:15 p.m.
	Lunch and Keynote
	
· Welcome from Richard Jewell, MnWE General Coordinator

	CSU
Ballroom

	
	Beth Godbee
“Breaking Civil Discourse: 
Cultivating Productive and Receptive Literacies for Responsible (Response-Able) Engagement”
[image: ]

Our keynote speaker is an educator, writer, entrepreneur, and former professor whose research addresses matters of social, racial, and environmental justice; power, agency, and rights; and relational communication. She brings experiences as a K-12 teacher; community literacy instructor; writing center consultant; writing program administrator; facilitator of community-based learning; and researcher in composition, rhetoric, and literacy studies. 

This interactive presentation engages the dialectic of critique against and critique for: both problematizing “civic engagement” and pointing toward literacy education aligned with justice (social, racial, and environmental justice). Together, we’ll consider where investment in civic engagement comes from, particularly at a time when civic participation, civil discourse, and related constructs of citizenship and national borders provide justifications for excluding and dehumanizing people.  

How, then, do we interrupt these injustices? What learning and unlearning is needed now—not only in the context of “21st century literacies” but also within white supremacy, heteropatriarchy, settler colonialism, and interlocking oppressions? In total, this presentation invites us to consider what it means to shift from civic engagement to collective responsibilities. Doing so involves asking to whom we are responsible, when, where, how, and why. As educators, how are we cultivating the response-abilities for interrupting injustice and striving toward more just relations?

You can find Beth Godbee online at Heart-Head-Hands.com, a blog with storytelling, resources, and e-courses focused on feeling, thinking, and doing—that is, everyday living—for justice.

	

	
	
	


Breakout Session B: Friday, March 20, 1:25-2:40 p.m.
	Individual Presentations
	“CIVIC ENGAGEMENT IN CATHER COUNTRY: LITERACY AND LIFELONG LEARNING”
Susan Maher, University of Minnesota Duluth

“DOUBLE JEOPARDY OR DOUBLE WIN—CONFLICTS AND POLITICS BEHIND THE WOMAN WARRIOR”
Zhen Tu, Yale University

	CSU 201

	Individual Presentations
	“CRITICAL READING OF MEMORIALIZATION” 
Elizabethada Wright, University of Minnesota Duluth
 
“FAMILY HISTORY LITERACY FOR CIVIC ENGAGEMENT” 
Katherine Challis, Iowa State University

	CSU 202

	Individual Presentations
	“SPIN DOCTORS”
Larry Sklaney, Century College

“ASKING FOR CHANGE: CIVIC ENGAGEMENT ESSAY”
Lisa Heise, Western Technical College

	CSU 203

	Panel
	“Educators’ Responses to Othering in Digital Space””
Chloe Clark, Iowa State University
Philippe Meister, Iowa State University
Erin Schmiel, Iowa State University

	CSU 204

	Panel
	“Writing Instruction and Civic Engagement: Breaking Boundaries”
Patrick Bruch, University of Minnesota Twin Cities
Nicole Ciulla, University of Minnesota Twin Cities
Thomas Reynolds, University of Minnesota Twin Cities

	CSU 253

	Panel
	“Transformational Teaching: Teaching Beyond the Curriculum” 
Scri Acmar, International School 
Waihon Liew, Sejong Academy

	CSU 254

	Creative Reading
	SERIOUS SPOKEN WORD, SOME OF IT SOUTHERN
Pam Whitfield, Rochester Community and Technical College

	CSU 255





Breakout Session C: Friday, March 20, 2:50-4:05 p.m.
	Individual Presentations
	“‘IS IT GOOD?’: USING THAT COMMON STUDENT QUESTION AS A FOUNDATION FOR SUPPORTING THE DEVELOPMENT OF STUDENTS’ CRITICAL LITERACIES”
Alyssa Adkins, Saint Paul College

“PUT ON YOUR OWN OXYGEN MASK FIRST: PREPARING TO BE AN EFFECTIVE INSTRUCTOR FOR TEACHING CIVIC ENGAGEMENT IN THE 21ST CENTURY”
Heidi Burns, Minnesota State University Mankato

	CSU 201

	Individual Presentations
	“CULTURALLY RELEVANT PEDAGOGY AND A WRITING UNIT ABOUT HMONG HISTORY”
Pam Solberg, Western Technical College

“Research Writing in the Digital Age: Integrating Writing and Information Literacy” 
Michelle Filkins, Metropolitan State University
Danielle Hinrichs, Metropolitan State University

	CSU 202

	Individual Presentations
	“CLIMATE CHANGE THEME IN A BUSINESS WRITING COURSE”
Donald Ross, University of Minnesota Twin Cities

“THE WRITING PEDAGOGY: EXPOSITIONS FROM CONCEPTUALIZATION, METHODOLOGY AND FINDINGS” 
Kingsley Chigbu, University of St. Thomas

	CSU 203

	Individual Presentations
	“POWER AND PRECISION: USING FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE”
 Russ Markert, North Hennepin Community College
 
“COMBATING THE DECLINE: TEACHING SURVEY COURSES IN THE 21ST CENTURY”
 Ethan Voss, University of Minnesota Twin Cities

	CSU 204

	Individual Presentations
	“NETWORKING CIVIC ENGAGEMENT: ACTOR-NETWORK THEORY AND THE CULTIVATION OF SUSTAINED, TRANSFORMATIVE COMMUNITY WRITING RELATIONSHIPS”
Naomi Clark, Loras College
 
“CIVIC ENGAGEMENT THROUGH ARCHIVAL PEDAGOGIES”
Benjamin Harley, Northern State University

	CSU 253

	Workshop
	“ACCUPLACER AND NEXT-GENERATION ACCUPLACER DISCUSSION”
Mary Ellen Daniloff-Merrill, Southwest Minnesota State University

	CSU 254



Dinner: Friday, March 20, 4:30-6:30 p.m.
	MnWE Dinner
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Happy Hour and Dinner 

Axel’s Bonfire Grill

1910 Premier Drive
Mankato, MN 56001
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Registration: Saturday, March 21, Beginning at 8:00 a.m.
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Join MnWE attendees for Registration and Coffee from 8:00-8:45.

Registration continues until 3:00 p.m.


	



Plenary: Saturday, March 21, 8:45-10:10 a.m.
	Welcome and Announcements

	

Larry Sklaney, MnWE Conference Coordinator

	CSU 253/4/5

	Plenary
	
"CLASSROOM STRATEGIES FOR ENGAGING IN CIVIC LITERACY "

KELLY MORELAND
Assistant Professor of Rhetoric and Composition
Minnesota State University, Mankato

PAOLO INFANTE 
Assistant Professor of TESOL
Minnesota State University, Mankato

ABIGAIL BAKKE
Assistant Professor of Technical Communication
Minnesota State University, Mankato

JENNY TURNER 
Instructional Services Librarian
Minnesota State University, Mankato

	CSU 253/4/5







Breakout Session D: Saturday, March 21, 10:20-11:35 a.m.
	Individual Presentations
	“REVIVING RHETORIC TO ADDRESS TRUTH DECAY”
 Lynn Brice, University of Minnesota Duluth 

“THE DEMOCRATIC (RHETORICAL) PARADOX: CIVIC ENGAGEMENT AND ACCESS RHETORICS OF LITERACY”
Alexander Champoux-Crowley, University of Minnesota Twin Cities

	CSU 245


	Panel


	“ENERGIZING POLITICAL ENGAGEMENT IN NEW CONSTITUENCIES THROUGH DIGITAL LITERACY”
Joyce Tang Boyland, Alverno College
	Morris Hall 102

	Panel
	“REIMAGINING ‘21ST-CENTURY LITERACIES’: PRACTICAL AND THEORETICAL APPROACHES TO MULTIMODALITY IN THE FYW AND TECH COMM CLASSROOMS” 
Mark Brenden, University of Minnesota Twin Cities
Jacqueline James, University of Minnesota Twin Cities
Jessa Wood, University of Minnesota Twin Cities

	Morris Hall 103

	Panel
	“THE POLITICS AND DYNAMICS OF STORYTELLING” 
Yanmei Jiang, English & Gender Studies faculty at Century College
Sophie Liu-Othmer, Chinese School Teacher, Choir Member, 
                                 Storytelling Champion, Database Administration 
                                 at US Bank 
Gregory Pickett, Educator and Professional Storyteller 
Mary Taris, Founder and CEO of Strive Publishing 

	Morris Hall 210

	Workshop
	“DEVELOPING RECEPTIVE LITERACIES, CIVIC ENGAGEMENT, AND 21ST CENTURY SKILLS USING VISUAL THINKING STRATEGIES” 
Kay Cutler, South Dakota State University
Doriane Paso, South Dakota State University
Lynn Verschoor, South Dakota State University

	Morris Hall 211

	Interactive Workshop

	“CONTEMPLATIVE PRACTICES FOR SHAKING UP AND SHAKING OFF “THE CIVIC”
Beth Godbee 
Jasmine Kar Tang, University of Minnesota Twin Cities

* This participatory workshop uses body-based contemplative activities to feel-think-do beyond the conference theme of civic engagement

	Morris Hall 213




Keynote: Saturday, March 21, 11:40 a.m.-1:15 p.m.
	Lunch and Keynote
	 
· Welcome from Richard Jewell, MnWE General Coordinator
	CSU 253/4/5

	
	Ed Bok Lee
“Yet Another Other:
Migration, the Environment, and Poetry”

[image: ]

How can different perspectives and different bodies—otherness—become not a barrier, but a catalyst toward strengthening relationships between all people, societies, and living species throughout time? Award-winning poet and author Ed Bok Lee will present on why and how the “radically obvious” is now more important than ever toward evolving meaningful, productive civic engagement through the lenses of poetry, literature, and science. Presentation and Q and A.
 
Ed Bok Lee is the author of three books of poetry, most recently Mitochondrial Night (Coffee House Press, March 2019). The son of North and South Korean emigrants—his mother originally a refugee from what is now North Korea; his father was raised during the Japanese colonial period and Korean War in what is now South Korea, Lee grew up in South Korea, North Dakota, and Minnesota, and was educated there and later on both U.S. coasts, Russia, South Korea, and Kazakhstan. Honors include the American Book Award, Minnesota Book Award, Asian American Literary Award (Members’ Choice), and a PEN/Open Book Award. He is currently an Associate Professor in Fine Arts at Metropolitan State University, and for two decades has taught in programs for youth, communities of color, and the incarcerated. For information, visit www.edboklee.com

	

	
	
	





Breakout Session E: Saturday, March 21, 1:25-2:40 p.m.
	Individual Presentations
	“MAKING A DIFFERENCE ONLINE”
Mikayla Davis, University of Minnesota Twin Cities

“THE SPOTIFY TEXTBOOK: USING PODCASTS AS A MULTIMODAL TEXT IN A FIRST-YEAR WRITING COURSE”
Emily Gresbrink, University of Minnesota Twin Cities
 
	CSU 245

	Individual Presentations
	“CIVIC ENGAGEMENT AND SCIENCE FICTION & FANTASY”
Jennifer Jodell, University of Minnesota Twin Cities
 
“HYBRID TEXTS AND SOCIAL THOUGHT” 
Andrew David King, University of Iowa

	Morris Hall 102


	Individual Presentations
	“SHAMING & DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP” 
Dawn Armfield, Minnesota State University Mankato

“WADING THROUGH THE WEB OF DIFFERENCES TO BUILD BRIDGES: A HIGH SCHOOL JUNIOR’S PERSPECTIVE AND EXPERIENCE” 
Timothy Tu, Eagan High School
 
	Morris Hall 103

	Panel
	“TEACHING WITH JOY: FACILITATING COMMUNITY AND RELATIONSHIPS”
Jill Caldwell, Century College  
Julie Daniels, Century College  
Dana LeMay, Century College  

	Morris Hall 210

	Panel
	“ADDRESSING LGBTQ CONTENT IN THE CLASSROOM: PRESENTATION, RECEPTION, TRANSITION”
Chad Kuehn, St. Cloud State University
Ulysses Texx, St. Cloud State University
Alan Toussaint, St. Cloud State University

	Morris Hall 211

	Panel
	“FACILITATING RHETORICAL RESEARCH & CIVIC ENGAGEMENT: WID/WEC IN AN ANTHROPOLOGY CAPSTONE
Erin Crowley-Champoux, University of Minnesota Twin Cities
Alexander Champoux-Crowley, University of Minnesota Twin Cities

	Morris Hall 213





Breakout Session F: Saturday, March 21, 2:50-4:05 p.m.
	Individual Presentations
	“WORD UP! RHETORIC AND AFRICAN AMERICAN THEORY IN 2020” 
Alan Toussaint, St. Cloud State University

“WRITING AGAINST AMERICAN INDIAN EPISTEMICIDE: (RE)INTEGRATING INDIGENOUS LANGUAGE INTO RHETORICAL THEORY”
Rachel Presley, University of Minnesota Twin Cities

	CSU 245


	Individual Presentations
	“JON STEWART, THE WEATHERMAN, WHO THINKS GLOBAL WARMING IS FAKE: NOTES TOWARDS TEACHING POWER LITERACY”
Ulysses Texx, St. Cloud State University

“TEACHING ARGUMENTATION AS A HABIT OF LITERACY”
Lianna Farber, University of Minnesota Twin Cities

	Morris Hall 102

	Individual Presentations
	“DISMANTLING IN-GROUP IDENTIFICATION: LESSONS FROM THE NACIREMA ABOUT GENEROUS INTERPRETATIONS OF CIVIL DISCOURSE”
Mackenzie Krzmarzick, Anoka Ramsey Community College

“DISCUSSION THREADS: AN OPPORTUNITY TO BUILD CIVIL DISCOURSE”
Debbi McCuin, Mount Marty College

	Morris Hall 103

	Roundtable

	“TRANSFORM LIVES: LEARN CURRENT EVENTS THROUGH LITERATURE AND WRITING COURSES”
Candice Camp, Century College Student
Yanmei Jiang, Century College Faculty 
Sarah Larson, University of Minnesota Student
Davis Leaf, Century College Student  

	Morris Hall 210







MnWE Meeting: Saturday, March 21, 4:15-5:15 p.m.
	MnWE Meeting
[image: ]
	
MnWE Committee Meeting

New members, guests, and observers are welcome.

	CSU  253/4/5


Dinner: Saturday, March 21, 5:30-7:00 p.m.
	MnWE Dinner
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Dinner

Grizzly’s Woodfire Grill

1700 Madison Avenue
Mankato, MN 56001

All are welcome. Sign up at the registration desk.
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Join us for next year’s MnWE Conference!

March 26-27, 2021
The Minnesota Humanities Center
Phalen Regional Park, 987 Ivy Ave. East, St. Paul


[image: ]
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Join us for a great MnWE Conference next year on the beautiful shores of Lake Phalen in near-north St. Paul near I-35E and I-94.


2021 Friday Keynote by 

    Kevin Lindsey, CEO 

    Minnesota Humanities Center 
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Centennial Student Union
620 West, S Rd, Mankato, MN 56001

> Take Ellis Ave to Stadium Rd
385 (0.1 mi)

> Follow Stadium Rd and MN-22 N to Premier Dr
10 min (4.6 mi)

> Turnright onto Premier Dr
@ Destination will be on the right

115 (322ft)

Bonfire Wood Fire Cooking
1910 Premier Dr, Mankato, MN 56001
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Centennial Student Union
620 West, S Rd, Mankato, MN 56001

> Take Ellis Ave to Stadium Rd
385 (0.1 mi)

> Take Balcerzak Dr and S Victory Dr to Star St
9 min (3.4 mi)

> Drive to your destination

455 (0.1 mi)

Grizzly's Wood-Fired Grill - Mankato
1700 E, Madison Ave, Mankato, MN 56001
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